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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97, Applicant hereby calls the Examiner'sgattention to 
documents listed on the attached form, which documents may be material to the examination 
of this application. 

1 . Copies of Documents 

[X] A copy of each of the documents is enclosed herewith for the Examiner's 
consideration. 

f 1 No copy is enclosed of documents which were cited or submitted in a prior 

application serial no. , filed of which the 

present application claims benefit of the filing date under 35 USC §120. 

2. Foreign Language Documents 

[X] No copies of foreign language documents are submitted herewith. 
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[ ] Foreign language documents are included herewith and in order to fulfill the 
requirement under 37 C.F.R. §1 .98(a)(3): 

[ ] a concise explanation of relevance of foreign language document(s) is 
submitted herewith; and/or 

[ ] an English language copy of the foreign Search Report is included 
herewith. 

3. Fee Requirement 

This information disclosure statement: 

[X] is being filed within three months of the filing date of the application; within three 
months of the date of entry of the nation stage as set forth in §1.491 of the 
international application; or before the mailing of the first Office Action on the 
merits. Therefore, no fee is required . 

[ ] is being filed after the time periods specified under §1. 97(b), but before the 
mailing of either a final action under §1.113 or a notice of allowance under 
§1.311, and: 

[ ] it is certified that each item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of the statement, and therefore no fee is required ; or 

[ ] it is certified that no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knpwledge of the 
person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, was 
known to any individual designated in §1. 56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of the statement, and therefore no fee is required ; or 

[ ] is accompanied by a check in the amount of $ 240.00 as the fee set forth 
in §1.1 7(p). 

[ ] is being filed after the time periods set forth in either §1 .97(b) or (c), but before 
payment of the issue fee, and includes a petition requesting consideration of the 
information disclosure statement, a check in the amount of $ 130.00 as the 
petition fee set forth in §1 .17(i)(1), and: 

[ ] it is certified that each item of information contained in this information 
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disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
to the filing of this statement; or 

[ ] it is certified that no item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 

[X] Please charge our Deposit Account No. 05-0461 for any fee deficiency. 

Submission of a document herewith is not to be construed as an admission that any 
subject matter it discloses is necessarily within the inventive field of endeavor, is material to 
patentability or constitutes prior art. 



Respectfully submitted 



February 12, 2001 




gb^iald E. Egan 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No.: 19,691 
273 Stonegate Road 
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 
(630) 920-8440 
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